
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

AT-HOME UV LIGHT THERAPY FOR PSORIASIS IS NOW AN IN-NETWORK   
BENEFIT WITH BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

 
The annual cost to the US Healthcare system in treating Psoriasis has risen since 1997 from 
$697 million dollars to nearly $4 billion dollars annually, with the newer drug options 
costing the system more than an annual house payment. 
 
Psoriasis is a chronic autoimmune disease that shows up on the skin when the immune 
system sends out faulty signals which speed up the growth of skin cells. As of this year, the 
disease affects 2.5% of the population in the United States. 
 
As Kenneth Oif, CEO of National Biological explains, “The cost of biologic drugs for psoriasis 
is akin to a runaway freight rain. The use of drugs like Enbrel and Humira skyrocketed in 
2011, with $2.1 billion being spent on them in the United States.  Studies have shown that 
these numbers will increase to $7.5 billion dollars spent annually by 2015. We believe 
home UV phototherapy can slow the tide of the use of these powerful drugs that have 
significant potential side effects, because you pay for the UV device once as opposed to 
being burdened with a prescription drug cost for life. By using the home light treatment, 
the 2-year cost drops from $48,000 per patient per year for a drug like Humira, down to a 
one-time cost of $5,500 which include the UV Phototherapy system and periodic follow-up 
visits to the physician’s office.  It takes the burden off the medical clinic and the patient at 
the same time.” 
 
The Blue Cross Blue Shield Association in South Carolina recently decided that making in-
home UV Phototherapy treatment an in-network benefit with National Biological the 
Provider makes perfect sense when compared to biological injections. 
 
“One of the critical keys to helping patients out there suffering from moderate to severe 
psoriasis is in educating the Dermatological community about the benefits and excellent 
treatment from this home therapy.  While phototherapy in doctor’s office has been an in-
network benefit for over 20 years phototherapy treatments in the patients’ home has been 
much harder to obtain.  BCBS of SC decision to make this equipment an in-network benefit 
will allow their members to take advantage of this safe and cost effective psoriasis 
treatment modality in the convenience and privacy of their own home. 
 
National Biological Corporation was established in Cleveland OH in 1967. They are the 
nation’s foremost provider of phototherapy equipment for dermatological conditions in the 
United States, and the innovating company when it comes to phototherapy for home use. 
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